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treaty which might take place between Colombia and Peru. Brazil
did not apparently think it necessary to make a formal declaration
of neutrality, but when the despatch of a Colombian naval expedition
up the Amazon was accompanied by indications that the Peruvians
intended to offer forcible resistance to expulsion from Leticia, the
Brazilian Government took steps to protect their neutrality by
despatching warships and troops to Tabatinga, the nearest port to
Leticia on the Brazilian side of the frontier. Moreover, Brazil did not
confine herself to defence of her own interests, but also took active
measures to promote a settlement between Peru and Colombia.1 The
Brazilian Government suggested to the Governments of Colombia and
Peru that they should agree to the temporary administration of the
'Leticia Trapezium' by Brazil. The Peruvian Government was asked
to 'give its entire moral support3 to this proposal and to 'use its
persuasive influence with its nationals' in order that the territory
might be handed over to the Brazilian authorities, who would rein-
state the deposed Colombian officials as soon as possible. * In compen-
sation', Colombia was asked to agree to enter into negotiations,
immediately after she had regained possession of Leticia, 'for the
purpose of considering the Salomon-Lozano Treaty in a broad spirit
of conciliation'. This proposal was supported by the Governments of
the United States, Argentina, Chile, and other American states, and
also by the principal European Governments. It was accepted by
Colombia, but Peru proposed modifications by which Brazil would
continue to hold Leticia as long as the negotiations for a revision of
the 1922 treaty were in progress and would undertake to return it to
Peru if the negotiations broke down. This suggestion was unaccept-
able to both Brazil and Colombia, and on the 3rd February, 1933, the
Brazilian Government notified the Peruvian Government that their
attempt at conciliation was at an end. The Peruvian Government did
not accept this decision as final but endeavoured to persuade the
Brazilian Government to continue their mediation. Brazil then
appears to have offered to hold Leticia for two months before handing
it back to Colombia, but agreement could not be reached on this basis,
and in the middle of February the Colombian Government announced
that they considered Brazil's mediation at an end.
Meanwhile, during January, Colombia had asked for the interven-
tion of the League of Nations and of the signatories of the Kellogg-
Briand Pact. It has been mentioned that the situation at Leticia had
1 The Chilean Government also made proposals for a solution in December,
to which the Peruvian Government were reported to have replied that they
were willing to accept the mediation of Brazil,